Hurricane Ida i A Record-Setting Storm and Its Impacts on Southeast Louisiana
A Preliminary Report

By: Don Wheeler, Meteorologist

For the second time in as many years the Bayou State of Louisiana was devasiated by
catastrophic category four hurricanghis year, 2021, the target was southeast Louisiana. Ida
made landfall at 11:55AM on August 29 near Port Fourchon, Louisiananaitimum sustained
winds of 150 mph.

This is only the third hurricane to make a direct landfall in Louisiana with such ferocious winds.

|l da equals that of 20206s Hurricanehell8@r a t ha
Last Island HurricaneBased on barometric pressure readings, Laura made landfall with a

pressure of 938 millibars, the Last Island Hurricane landed with a pressure of 934 millibars, and

Ida came ashore with a pressure of 930 millibars. Therefore, based on wind and pressure

criteria, Ida could be classified as the strongest hurricenecordo make landfall in the state.

The Last Island Hurricane made landfaily 25 miles to the westouthwest of where Ida came

ashoreAs a note and according to recsyréHurricane Camille in 1969 did not make a direct

landfall in the state but did closely brush southeast Louisiana.

Ahead of the storm on August 26 under the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency
Assistance and Disaster Act, Louisiana Governor Johi&gards issued a State of Emergency

for Louisiana effective from Thursday, August 26, 2021 to Monday, September 27, 2021, unless
terminate sooner. In addition, Governor Edwards sent a formal request to President Joe Biden
requesting a presidential emengy declaration for emergency protective measures, evacuation,
and sheltering for highisk areas.

President Biden approved the Presidential Major Disaster Declaration on August 29. The
declaration granted the following:

Al ndi vi dual a e GateBanybA| Delaris Remaval, hdve been
approved for the following parishes: Ascension, Assumption, East Baton Rouge,
East Feliciana, Iberia, Iberville, Jefferson, Lafourche, Livingston, Orleans,
Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, St. Bernard, St. Charles, I8ha;18t. James, St.
John the Baptist, St. Martin, St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne,
Washington, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana Parishes.

All 64 Louisiana parishes have been approved for Public Assistance Category B
(emergency preictive measures), including direct federal assistance, at 75
percent federal funding. In addition, for a period of 30 days from the start of the
incident period FEMA is authorized to provide federal funding for Category A
and Category B at 100 percentbfegi bl e costs. o
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What was to become Ida was in the form of a
tropical wave along the Intertropical Convergence
Zone (ITCZ). The wave began to show signs of life
on August 21 and 22 as it approached and then
crossed the Lesser Antilles. Visildatellite images
showed clouds associated with the wave in the
eastern Caribbean. Tropical weather discussions
began mentioning the wave with the 0005Z August
22 report while located near longitude’&¥ and
latitude 20 N moving west at 15 to 20 knot3he
National Hurricane Center labeled the wave as
InvestAL092021at 0600Z on August 24.

Long range computer models (GFS and EMCWF)
| as of August 23 and 24 were placing a tropical

system somewhere in the western Gulf of Mexico
makinga landfallin northeast Mexico or south Texashemodels quickly shifted the system
north and easwith a potentialandfall, unfortunately, near where Hurricanes Laura and Delta
came ashori 2020 By the 28', models were in very good agreement vaitlandfall along the
southcentral or southeast Louisiana co&siwever, because a center had yet to form, much
uncertainty remained as its final destination In addition,models were also beginning to
indicatethe systentould develop int@ strong hurricanii the Gulf of Mexico.

10001 GOES-16

Conditions in the gulf were ripe for

NOMNNESDIS RS OE S el S5 4TSS rapid intensificationand with time,

| = = those conditions became even more
evident with model runs. Upper level
winds were forecast to be very
favorable forrapid intensification with
low wind sheer.Very warm sea
surface temperatures waksopresent,
especially along the northern gulf off
of the Louisiana coast where values
werein the upper 80s to tH#0 degree
mark. Ida wouldcross an area of
. 7 A TR higher sessurface temperatures that
A L D — stretched from western Cuba

northwestward toward the Louisiana
coast.

On the morning of August 26 at 11AM
EDT, the tropical wave continued to
organize and was upgraded to Tropical
Depression #9 115 miles SSW of
Negril, Jamaica. The storm wasted no

Sea Surface Temperatures Courtesy diOAA/NESDIS
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time in reaching tropical storm status and was upgraded to Tropical Stoan3@®PM EDT,
just over six hours after becoming a depression.

Since a center of circulation had been defined, models continued to hone in on a potential
landfall. At the time the storm was classified as a depression, the first official forecastdsack
released. It had the system making landfall as a strong category two hurricane Sunday night,
August 29, just east of Marsh Island in Atchafalaya Bay. The final landfall was approximately
75 miles to the east near Port Fourchon as a strong categostdon midday on Sungd a

rather impressive feat for a tropical system nearly four days out.
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Tropical Depression Nine Current information: x Forecast positions:

Thursday August 26, 2021 Center location 16.9 N 79.2 W @ Tropical Cyclone © Post/Potential TC
11 AM EDT Advisory 1 Maximum sustained wind 35 mph Sustained winds: D <39 mph

NWS National Hurricane Center Movement NW at 13 mph $39-73 mph H74-110 mph M > 110 mph

Potential track area: Watches: Warnings: Current wind extent:
Day 13 €ERDay45 Hurricane  TropStm  [MlHurricane Bl Topsm  EMlHuricane Trop Stm

Courtesy of Tropical Tidbits

Ida forecast tracks four days prior to landfall.

At 10PM CDT, ThursdayAugust 26, the National Hurricane Centesued watches for portions
of the northern gulf coast. Burricanewatch extended from Cameron, Louisiana to the
Mississippi/Alabama border which included Lake Pontcharttzake Maurepas, and
metropolitan New OrleansA tropical storm watch extendedstaard from the
Mississippi/Alabama border to the Alabama/Florida bordét hours and 55 minutes before
actual landfall.

Ida began her first significant
intensification phase on the morning of
August 27, while nortmorthwest of
Grand Cayman and quickly reached
hurricane status with 75 mph winds by §
1:15 PM EDT while 75 miles southeast o
the Isle of Youth. At 5PM EDT, hugane |

warnings were issued from Intracoastal ik
City, Louisiana to the Mouth of the Pearl ﬁ-
River which included Lake Pontchartrain, & - ”

Lake Maurepas, and metropolitan New Ida becomes a hurrlcane Bayou State Weather GOES
Or|eanS| 43 hOUI’S and 55 mlnuteS pl’lOf t'Rece““ng Sta‘“on

Bayou
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actual landfall.Inland hurricane warnings wergsued across southeast Louisiana to the
Mississippi border with tropical storm warnings issued for much of the eastern half of Louisiana
and nearly all of south Mississippi.

|l dadbs forecast track was becoming wereomore asi ngl
consistent in bringing Ida around the
southwest and then western periphery of a
largeupper level high located over the
southeastern U.S. The storm was also
forecast to slow around the timelahdfall

as Ida began to turn north around the western
side of the upper high. Otherwise,

conditions in the southeastern and northern
gulf continuedio support rapid

intensification once Ida emerged off of the
western tip of Cuba.

00Z 29 Aug 2021 500 hPa A During the earlymorning hours of August
28 at 2AM EDT, Ida moved off of the
Courtesy of University of Wyoming western tip of Cuba and into the

southeastern Gulf of Mexico 150 miles
westnorthwest of Havana, Cuba or 560 miles southeast of New Orleans with maximum
sustained winds of 80 mph. As forecasg bakgan to intensify once again. At 10AM CDT
winds had increased to 85 mph, then to 100 mph at 1PM CDT, and 105 mph by 7PM CDT.
Confidence was quite high in that Ida would make landfall as a very dangerous major hurricane.

At 1AM CDT, Ida attained majdnurricane status with 115 mph sustained winds (category 3)
while 105 miles soutisoutheast of the Mouth of the Mississippi River and forecast to continue
intensification. A special advisory was issued only an hour later indicating that the s&mm
strengthened ta category fouhurricanewith winds of 130 mph.Over the course of the

remaining overnight hours rapid intensificaticontinuedwith Idareachingl40mph sustained

winds while 75 miles south of the Mouth of the Mississippi Rigy.6AM CDT, Ida peaked

with maximum sustained winds of 150 mph! Offshore buoys were reporting sustained hurricane
force winds gusting to over 100 mph. While the sustained winds remained at 150 mph until
landfall, the minimum central pressuwentinued to drop angkached its lowest point at

930mb27.46 inches of mercury at 8AM CDT.

At 9AM CDT, |l dads northern eyewall began to s
A C-MAN station near Southwest Pass, Louisiana reported a sustained wind of 102 mph with

gusts to 116 mph. Another nearhgt®on reported sustained winds of 97 mph gusting to 121

mph.
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Ida made landfall a few miles to the wassuuthwest of Port Fourchon, Louisiana at 11:55 AM

: - CDT as a strong category four
hurricane with sustained winds of
150 mph and a minimum central
pressure of 930mb/27.46 inches of
mercury. lda continued inland and
began a slow weakening process as
sheheaded toward Houma,
Louisiana. While Houma did
sustain significant wind damage, the
storm began its anticipated
northward motion and the actual
center passed five miles east of the
city.

Radar image of Ida making landfall near Port Fourchon which is
seen in the eye.

Ida continued northward, even making some erratic turns on its path through eastern Terrebonne

and central Lafourche Parishes. As predicted,
e o, == ® " the storm also slowed in its forward speed as

2 it made its turn around the western periphery

of the upper level highAlso of note, the
storm was maintaining its category four status
a bit longer than anticipated. It has been
suggested that because the storm was moving
over saturated and swampy ground, it was
able to tap int@vailable energjrom the
waterslowing its weakening pross. This

1-10 was closed
temporarily betwee
Prairieville and
Gramercy due to
multiple downed trees

Transmission tower crumpled
and lines fell into the
Mississippi River, leaving most
residents in the New Orleans
N metro area without power

l«whnnm . ‘ Lafitt g -
St D) e (TN =4 phenomenon is known as th
.;;:{;'M.. A S . Effecto and may or may no
Ny influence on the systeand will be reserved

Extensive damage and
flooding on Grand Isle

P e: for future studies In addition, the storm was
8 ' | just completing a rapid intensificati@hase
e ! ..,m;.y which couldhaveslowed the weakening
A\ wemmasms | Drocess as the momentum of the storas at
Courtesy of NOLA.com a point of upswing as it made landfafid
was beginning an eyewall replacementleyc

Ida maintained category four status through 6PM CDT, just over six hours after landfall.
Maximum sustained winds had decreased to 125, still a major category three storm, while five
miles east of Houma. AtPM CDT, she dropped below major hurricane status with 110 mph
sustained winds while 40 miles easiutheast of Baton Rouge. Ida maintained major hurricane
status (category 3 or higher) for 9 hours and 5 minutes after making landfall!

| dads mo ted sbow noctleenymavinguo the nortinorthwest at only 9 mph. The slow
motion allowed for prolonged high winds near and to the east of the center along with torrential
heavy rainfallwhich was also becoming a concern. Radar estimates were showingss ekc
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8-incheshad fllenalong and to the east of the center. Those same estimates also showed a very
sharpline of relatively little rain to the west of the center and excessive amounts just a few miles
to the east.
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Radar estimates showing sharp attast between relatively low rainfall amounts (light blue) and very heavy
amounts in excess of-inches (dark blue, greens, and yellows)

As is typical with many landfalling hurricanes along the gulf coast, dry air often becomes
entrained into the systemawsing more rapid weakening as well as a marked decrease in rainfall
intensityto the left of motion of the storm. In the case of Ida, this also occurred as the center
approached the10 corridor. Radar and satellite imagery indicated that diyegiame
entrained into the storm cutting off rainfall in the western and southern semicircles.
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Tmage depicting dry air entraining into the system. Courtesy of St. Francis
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St. John the Baptist, eastern portions of Livingston,Tarjipahoa Parishes saw in excess of a
foot of rainfall with the passage of Ida. Some radar returns near ana jaseast of Hammond
indicatednearly 16inches may have fahresulting in extensive flooding.

As of the 1AM CDT advisory on August 3f@dla had dropped to minimal hurricane status with

75 mph sustained winds 20 miles sestuthwest of Greensburg, Louisiana or 45 miles south
southwest of McComb, Mississippi and continued to move slowly north at 9 mph. lda was
downgraded to a tropical storas of the 4AM CDT advisorwith sustained winds of 60 mp50

miles northnortheast of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. All hurricane warnings were discontinued and
replaced with tropical storm warnings.

Ida was finally downgraded to a tropical depression 28smbrthnorthwest of Jackson,

Mississippi at 4PM CDT on August 30. All tropical storm warnings were discontinued as the
weakened system continued its northward trek through Mississippi dumping heavy rainfall along
and east of the center.

Because Idanaintainedts intensity for a prolonged period of time following land&thngwith
aslowed forward speed, extensive property damage along and east of the center occurred. The
storm decimatedlectrical grids across nearly allgutheast Louisiana leaving over a million
customers withoupower. Local electrical companies struggledeiablish a timeline for repair

due to thenumberof new cables and poles that would nesglacing Terrain restrictions

through swampy aes along with damaged vegetation and structures would also be a factor in
repair estimates.

Four primary areas of focus stood out
with regard to power outages: Baton
Rouge, Hammond, New Orleans, and
the parishes along tlewast where Ida
made landfall (Terrebonnkafourche
Plaquemines, St. Charles, Jefferson,
James, and St. John the Bapti®aton
Rouge, being on the weaker western
side of the storm, was brought back
online relativéy soon after the storm
Restorabn in New Orleans began to
come online next followed by the
Hammond area. The more heavily
damaged areas of the southern parish¢Courtesy of PowerOutage.us
were looking at an extended period of

time without power restoration.

Two weeks after | da o 80000eustamsetsntlouisigna rermamedf a | |
without power. Nearly all of the Baton Rouge and New Orleans metropolitan areas had been
repaired. Just under 30% of badly damaged Tangipahoa Parish, which includes the city of
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Hammond, remained without power. Thetheun parishes of Terrebonne, Lafourche, and St.
Charl es where much of I dadés strong winds were
two weeks.

Significant structural damage from wind was widespread along and east of the center.
Exceptional darage was noted across Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. CHatrldamedpwer
Jeffersonand St. John the Baptist Parish&ame select municipalities include, but not
exclusive wereGrand Isle, Houma, GoldeMeadow, Lockport, and Thibodaux.

Storm surge waalsoa significant factom damage. An estimated storm surge ofl6Xeet was
anticipated along and to the right of the cefri@m Port Fourchon to the Mouth of the

Mississippi River with 812 feet forecast across the remainder of southeast LioaiBiam

Morgan City eastward. Surges oB4eet were forecast along the shores of Lakes Maurepas and
Pontchartrain and were verified by local media and social media repartanately,

improvements to the levee systems in and around New Orleans following HuKataina

proved to be effective.

Hurricane Ida will go down as one of teongest hurricanes to make a direct landfall in

Louisiana if not the strongest hurricane if one considers bajhest wind and lowest pressure

The intensity of the storm in combination with its slow movement caused severe wind damage to
structures amh the electrical grid across nearly all of southeast Louisiana. With each landfalling
storm in our state, we continue to make improvements in our infrastructure to minimize the
damage when the next hurricane strikes. While repairs to the electricalegeidemarkable,

studies will likely be conducted as to how such extensive damage can be prevented and how
alternative or temporary services can be rendered while repairs are being made.

Timeline

August 21-22
1 What will become Idas identified as @ropical wave in the Tropical Weather Discussion
1 0005Z August 22 An Atlantic tropical wave extends its axis along 61W from 20N
southward to Venezuela, and moving W at 15 to 20kt.

August 23
1 1805Z August 23 A robust Caribbean tropical wave is neav\6fom 20N southward
across the Virgin Islands to E Venezuela, and moving W near 10 kt.

August 24
1 1805Z August 24 A Caribbean tropical wave has its axis along 67W, south of 20N, and
it is moving W at 10 to 15kt. A recent scatterometer satellite pd&sates that it has a
broad curvature with fresh to strong trades covering most of the central and eastern
Caribbean. The NHC is also tracking this disturbance for possible tropical development
over the next 5 daysnd has labeled the system as Invesd%2021.
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August 25

T

1805Z August 25 A robust tropical wave over the central Caribbean Sea is producing a
large area of disorganized showers and thunderstorms, mainly south of 17N and between
71W to 78W. A broad area of low pressure is expected to form over the SW Caribbea
Sea during the next day or so. A recent scatterometer satellite pass indicates fresh to
strong trades over the NE quadrant of the disturbance. Environmental conditions are
forecast to be conductive for development, and a tropical depression or tstqinals

likely to form late this week or over the weekend. The system is expected to move
northwestward over the northwestern Caribbean Sea and near or across the Yucatan
Peninsula of Mexico on Friday and into the Gulf of Mexico this weekend where

condtions are expected to be favorable for additional development.

August 26

1
1
1

T

1500Z 11AM EDT Tropical Depression 9 Forms 115 miles SSW of Negril, Jamaica with
35 mph sustained winds.

2320Z 5:20PM EDT Air Force plane finds that the tropical depression hagtstaed

to Tropical Storm Ida with maximum sustained winds of 40 mph with higher gusts.
11PM EDT/10PM CDT A Hurricane Watch is issued from Cameron, Louisiana to the
Mississippi/Alabama border including Lake Pontchartrain, Lake Maurepas, and
metropolitan ew Orleans. A Tropical Storm Watch is issued from the
Mississippi/Alabama border to the Alabama/Florida border.

Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwardslkdees sState of Emergency forduisiana

August 27

il
1
il

T

0900Z 5AM EDT Ida begins to strengthen 50 miles NNW of Grand Cayman with
maximum sustained winds of 45 mph.

1500Z 11AM EDT Idacontinues strengthening 75 miles SE of the Isle of Youth with 65
mph sustained winds.

1710Z 1:15PM EDT Ida strengthens to a hurricane. Air Force Reserve hunter aircraft
indicate that Ida has strengthened into a hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 75
mph 30 miles ESE of the Isle of Youth.

2100Z 5PM EDTMaximum sustained winds increase to 80 mph 45 miles NW of the Isle
of Youth. Hurricane Warnings issued from Intracoastal City, Louisiana to the Mouth of
the Ped River, including Lake Pontchartrainake Maurepas, and metropolitan New
Orleans. Tropical Storm Warnings issued from the Mouth of the Pearl River to the
Mississippi/Alabama border and west of Intracoastal City to Cameron, Louisiana.
Rapid intensification forecast once the storm moves irgdsilf of Mexico.

August 28

T
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0600Z 2AM EDT Ida moves into the southeastern Gulf of Mexico 150 miles WNW of
Havana, Cuba or 560 miles SE of New Orleans, Louisiana. Maximum sustained winds
remain at 80 mph.

1500Z 10AM CDT Ida begins to intensify with 8tph sustained winds 350 miles SSE

of the Mouth of the Mississippi River or 435 miles SE of Houma, Louisidnapical

Storm Warning extended east to the Alabama/Florida border.




1 1800z 1PM CDT Intensification continues. Maximum sustained winds at 100 ittph w
a minimum central pressure of 976mb/ 28.820
Mississippi River or 380 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana.

1 2100Z 7PM CDT Maximum sustained winds at 105 mph with a minimum central
pressure of 976mb/ 2 8s.S8Robthe MouthoottlzetMissisaippii s 2 40
River or 325 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana. Intensification has temporarily stabilized
with intensificationexpectedo resume.

1 Forecast to be an extremely dangerous major hurricane at landfall.

August 29
1 0600Z 1AM CDT Ida sengthens to a major Category 3 hurricane with 115 mph
sustained winds and a mini mal pressure of

Mouth of the Mississippi River or 185 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana. Continued
strengthening forecast.

1 0700Z 2AMCDT Ida continues to rapidly strengthen and is now a Category 4 hurricane
with maximum sustained winds of 130 mph an
Location is 100 miles S of the Mouth of the Mississippi River or 175 miles SE of Houma,

Louisiana.
1 0900Z 4AM CDT lIda strengthens further with 140 mph sustained winds as a dangerous
Category 4 hurricane. Minimal central pressur@ 46 mb/ 27 . 94 0 . Locatio

of the Mouth of the Mississippi River or 145 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana. Movement
is NW at 15 mph.

1 1000Z 5AM CDT Strengthening continues with maximum sustained winds of 145 mph
and a minimal centr al pressure of 946mb/ 27
Louisiana or 65 miles S of the Mouth of the Mississippi River. Motionai\d5 mph.

1 1100Z 6AM CDT Ida now a very strong and dangerous Category 4 hurricane with
maxi mum sustained winds of 150 mph and a m
Location 75 miles SSE of Grand Isle, Louisiana or 60 miles SSW of the Mouth of the
Mississippi River. Motion NW at 15 mph. NOAAMMAN st ati on at Pil ot ¢
near Southwest Pass, Louisiana reported sustained wind of 82 mph with a gust to 107
mph.

1 1200Z 7AM CDT Ida maintains its maximum sustained winds at 150 mph with the
lowestp essure reported thus far at 933mb/ 27.5
Mouth of the Mississippi River or 100 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana. Motion continues
NW at 15 mph.

1 1300Z 8AM CDT lIda located 50 miles SSE of Grand Isle, Louisiana or 100 $8IEf
New Orleans, Louisiana with maximum sustained winds of 150 mph. Motion remains
NW at 15 mph. Pressure continues to drop
C-MAN station at Southwest Pass, Louisiana reported a sustained wind of 105 mph
gustingto 121 mph.

1 1400Z 9AM CDT Northern eyewall approaching the coast near Grand Isle. Center is 40
miles SSE of Grand Isle or 90 miles SSE of New Orleans, Louisiana. Maximum
sustained winds remain near 150 mph moving to the NW at 14 mph. Pressure remains a
930mb/ 27 . 4 6 eMAN staidn at Bauthveedt PaSs, Louisiana reported a
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sustained wind of 102 mph gusting to 116 m
reporting a sustained wind of 97 mph gusting to 121 mph.

1 1600Z 11AM CDT Northern eyeWanoving onshore. Center of Ida is 25 miles SSW of
Grand Isle, Louisiana or 60 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana. Maximum sustained winds
remain near 150 mph with the central press

1 1655Z 1155AM CDT Ida makes landfakéarPort Fourchon, duisiana with maximum
sustained winds of 150 mph and a mini mum c
15 miles SW of Grand Isle, Louisiana or 45 miles SE of Houma, Louisiana. Motion is
NW at 13 mph. New Orleans Lakefront Airport reported sustainedsaof 43 mph and
a gust to 67 mph.

1 1800Z 1PM CDT Ida continues to push inland but maintaining intensity. Maximum
sustained winds remain near 150 mph located 20 miles W of Grand Isle, Louisiana or 55
miles SSW of New Orleans. Minimum pressure remai®@s&t0 mb/ 27 . 46 0 . Mo t
NW at 13 mph. Hurricane force winds extend outward up to 50 miles from the center
with tropical storm force winds outward up to 150 miles.

1 1900Z 2PM CDT Ida makes a second landfall southwest of Galliano, Louisiana.
Maximumsustaied wi nds are now at 145 mph with a
Motion was NW at 12 mph. Wind speeds reported in the past hour were Golden Meadow
with sustained of 70 mph gusting to 107 mph, Dulac with a sustained wind of 76 mph
gusting to 104 mphand New Orleans Lakefront Airport reported a gust to 76 mph.

1 2100Z 4PM CDT Ida slows as it moves across south Louisiana and is slow to weaken.
Maximum sustained winds remain near 130 r{ategory 4) with the motion to the NW
at 10 mph. The center wastded 45 miles SW of New Orleans or 70 miles SSE of
Baton Rouge. Pressure had risen to 938mb
outward 45 miles from the center and tropical storm force winds extend outward 150
miles from the center. Dulac, Louisgreported sustained winds of 93 mph with a gust
to 135 mph. South Lafourche Airport reported a sustained wind of 91 mph gusting to
122 mph. Lakefront Airport in New Orleans reported a gust to 82 mph.

1 2200z 5PM CDT Ida maintains Category 4 status 5s1l®f Houma, Louisiana or 40
miles SW of New Orleans. Maximum sustained winds remain at 130 mph with a central
pressure of 938mb/27.700.

1 2300Z 6PM CDT Ida drops to Category 3 status with sustained winds at 125 mph. The
center was located 5 miles E of tHna or 30 miles SW of New Orleans. Motion was
NW at 10 mph. Mini mum pressure was 941mb/
reported a sustained wind of 66 mph gusting to 84 mph. South Lafourche Airport
reported a sustained wind of 79 mph gustingd® hph.

1 0200z (8/30) 9PM CDT Ida drops below major hurricane status with sustained winds of
110 mph 30 miles WSW of New Orleans, Louisiana or 40 miles ESE of Baton Rouge,

Loui siana. Mi ni mum centr al pressure was 9
Baseal on advisories, lda maintained major hurricane status while over land (winds of 115
mph or higher) for 9 hours, 5 minutes. (Landfall was at 11:55 AM).

1 0300z (8/30) 10PM CDT The center of Ida was 30 miles ESE of Baton Rouge or 40
miles WSW of New Orleans owing slowly NNW at 9 mph. Maximum sustained winds
were 105 mph with a minimum central pressu

1 President Biden approved the Presidential Major Disaster Declaration
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August 30
1 0600Z 1AM CDT This is the last advisory on Ida as a hurricane. Maximum sustained
winds are at 75 mph with the centecated 20 miles SSW of Greensburg, Louisiana or
45 miles SSW of McComb, Mississippi. lda continues to move slowly N at 9 mph.
Mi ni mum centr al pressure was 972mb/ 28. 700.
1 0900Z 4AM CDT Ida downgraded to a tropical st@mmiles SSW of Jackson,
Mississipp or 50 miles NNE of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Maximum sustained winds
were 60 mph. Motion to the N at 8 mph. M
All hurricane warnings discontinued and replaced with a Tropical Storm Warning from
Grand Isle to thélouth of the Pearl River, including Lake Pontchartrain, Lake
Maurepas, and metropolitan New Orleans.
1 1800Z 1PM CDT Final advisory of Ida as a tropical storm. Winds had decreased to 40
mph while located 20 miles WSW of Jackson, Mississippi. Motion was BN mph
with a minimal centr al pressure of 997mb/ 2
1 2100Z 4PM CDT Ida downgraded to a tropical depression 20 miles NNW of Jackson,
Mississippi with maximum sustained winds of 35 mph. Motion was NNE at 9 mph with
a minimal central pressure of 999mB 9 . 50 0 . All tropical storr
surge warnings discontinued.
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Supporting Images

Progression of Ida Satellite Images (Courtesy of the University of Wisconsin)
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High Resolution GOES16 Imagery from Bayou State Weather

HURRICANE IDA

SUMMARY OF 1100 AM CDT...1600 UTC...INFORMATION

LOCATION...28.9N 90.1W

ABOUT 25 ML...40 KM SSW OF GRAND ISLE LOUISIANA
ABOUT 60 MI...95 KM SE OF HOUMA LOUISIANA
MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS...150 MPH...240 KM/H
PRESENT MOVEMENT...NW OR 320 DEGREES AT 13 MPH...
MINIMUM CENTRAL PRESSURE...933 MB...27.55 INCHES
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HURRICANE IDA

L

SUMMARY OF 700 AM CDT...1200 UTC...INFORMATION

LOCATION...28.5N 89.6W

ABOUT 50 MI...85 KM SW OF THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI |
ABOUT 100 ML...160 KM SE OF HOUMA LOUISIANA -
MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS...150 MPH...240 KM/H

PRESENT MOVEMENT...NW OR 320 DEGREES AT 15 MPH...24 KM/H
MINIMUM CENTRAL PRESSURE...933 MB...27.55 INCHES
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Radar Imagery
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3-D Images of theeye as Ida approachs the coast.
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Hurricane lda Track
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Major transmission tower collapsed near New Orleans
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Initial Outage Mapi August 30, 2021

Courtesy of PowerOutage.us
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Homochitto
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== Entergy

Courtesy of Entergy
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August 6,2021

-
Entergy,

Entergy,
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August 11, 2021

a
= Entergy,

e
= Enteray,
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Damage Photos Port Fourchon, Grand Isle, Houma, and LaPlac
Courtesy ofRepresentativ&arret Graves
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Landfalling Louisiana Hurricanes by Rank

I

Strongest Landfalling Hurricanes to Strike Louisiana

[Rank lName \Year [Wind at Landfall (knots) Wind at Landfall (mph) tl’ressure at Landfall (millibars)
1 [da 2021 130 150 1930
2 "Last Island" 1856 (130 150 b34
3 Laura 2020 (130 150 1038
4 Betsy 1965 [115 132 946
S ""Chenier Caminanda' 1893 [115 132 948
6 Katrina 2005 110 127 920
i ""New Orleans" 1915 [110 127 944
8 "Morgan City" 1879 [110 127 945
IS "Grand Isle" 1860 [110 127 945
8 "Buras" 1855 [110 127 945
{11 |Audrey 1957 (110 127 946
12 Carmen 1974 [110 127 952
{13 ["Cameron" 1918 [105 121 o5
13 "Cameron" 1886 [105 121 loss
15 ita 2005 100 115 P37
16 ""Morgan City" 1909 [100 115 052
17 ndrew 1992 100 115 1056
Camille* 1969 (150 173 900

1856 Last Island Hurricane
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Additional Images

Louisiana State Police Assisting Workers Clearing Debris. Courtesy of Malmay and Associates
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